
Twelve banks along the river  

were monitored for evidence 

of nesting by the Mary River 

turtle (5 in Tiaro reach, 6 in 

Traveston reach, 1 at Kenil-

worth).  

A major threat for the turtle is 

predation of nests as without 

recruitment the future of the 

turtle is in jeopardy.  Observa-

tions over the past 10 years 

suggest that without protec-

tion,  the majority of wild laid 

clutches would be predated. 

In preparation for the nesting 

season, fox baiting was effect-

ed on a number of properties 

with the  assistance of the 

Pest Management Services, 

Fraser Coast Regional Coun-

cil.  Two nesting banks were 

fenced by Landcare volun-

teers. Wildlife Camera traps 

(courtesy of the Burnett Mary 

Regional Group) were in-

stalled to discover wildlife 

species using the riverbank 

during the night. We learnt 

that what was thought to be 

fox pup footprints were hares.   

Turtle nesting started on 12th 

October. The Project team 

ventured out early in the 

morning in the search for 

evidence of turtle activities. 

Wild laid nests were protected 

in order to reduce predation. 

In total, 32 nests were pro-

tected,  10 eggs were infertile, 

305 eggs successfully hatched 

from protected nests. 70 egg 

shells were found in goanna 

scats on one nesting bank.  

 

Landcare members fencing nesting 

Nesting Season  Results 

The weather has a major af-

fect on the nesting season. 

This season the number of 

clutches were down from 96 

last year. This was in part due 

to a very dry December. 

Gympie had the driest De-

cember since 1977, recording 

just 15% of its Dec average. 

Developing embryos die 

when floodwaters inundate 

nests. Gympie experienced its 

highest daily January rainfall 

since records started 126 years 

ago. Rises of 1m per hour 

were recorded throughout the 

catchment. The Mary River at 

Miva recorded it’s 2nd highest 

flood peak (20.5m) since 

gauging commenced in 1910.  

At the start of nesting the 

river height was 1.35m. 

With most clutches being laid 

in Oct/Nov, the good news is 

that they had time to hatch 

prior to the January flood.  
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The only place on earth this 

turtle (Elusor macrurus) is natu-

rally found is the freshwater 

reaches of the Mary River, 

south east Qld. When it was 

first described in 1994, a new 

genus was created as no other 

close relative could be found 

throughout the world. Sam 

Flakus’ research deduced that 

the population had plummet-

ed since the 1960’s. 

World wide, turtles are in 

trouble. Half are threatened 

with extinction & there is 

hardly a place left where they 

are safe. They are remarkable 

creatures who have survived 

unlike many other reptiles of 

past ages. 

The Mary River turtle  is the 

2nd most endangered fresh-

water turtle in Australia. In 

2011, the International Turtle 

Conservation Coalition 

ranked it at ‘high risk of ex-

tinction’.  

This project is about helping 

to save this species rather 

than accelerate its loss.  

Turtles are a major compo-

nent of riverine food webs.    

“When one tugs at a single thing of 

nature, he finds it attached to the 

rest of the world.” John Muir.  

“Every living species repre-

sents one unique pathway to 

success, developed over mil-

lions of years. What we lose 

with each passing species can 

never be replaced.” (Professor 

Mace 2012 Zoological Society 

of London). 

  

rock. Other observations in-

cluded: up to three turtle spe-

cies basking  simultaneously 

on the same platform (Mary 

River turtle, White-throated 

snapping turtle & Kreffts 

turtle); a Mary River turtle 

moved along the log to make 

space for a White-throated 

snapping turtle; & a Mary 

Exposed rocks or branches of 

submerged logs provide suita-

ble platforms for basking tur-

tles.  During November,  two 

favourite basking sites were 

monitored. Kreffts and Mary 

River turtles appeared keen to 

gain maximum sun exposure 

as they extended their legs 

and rotated on the log or 

River turtle basking on top of 

a White-throated snapping 

turtle.  Frequently, Mary River 

turtles floated at the surface 

of the water with their nose 

above water level.  

Both  male and female adoles-

cent Mary River turtles were 

observed which is good news 

for the future of the species. 

Why bother about the Mary River turtle? 

Sun Worshipping 

Basking turtles 

Mary River turtle  

www.maryriverturtle.com. It 

is our intention to incorporate 

some of the techniques devel-

oped during her research to 

our conservation project. This 

will add strength to data al-

ready collected. Mariana has 

agreed to continue to assist 

our project as a volunteer.  

Each year Tiaro Landcare 

supports new research into 

the Mary River turtle through 

financial ($5,000) and in-kind 

assistance. This year the funds 

have been donated to Eco-

lab, University of Qld to  

track adult Mary River turtles 

and White-throated snapping 

turtles. Eleven hydrophones 

(listening stations) which rec-

ord locations of tagged turtles, 

have been placed in the river.  

Unraveling Mysteries 

Mary River turtle support 

scholarship holder, Mariana 

Campbell was awarded a Doc-

tor of Philosophy in Dec 

2012. Her thesis “Habitat 

requirements for nesting and 

early life-stages of the endan-

gered Mary River turtle (Elusor 

macrurus): Insights for conser-

vation” is available for down-

load from the website: 
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Tiaro Landcare uses a variety 

of media to promote and en-

gage with the community 

about this Project, the Turtle 

and the River.  

Regular updates are posted 

onto the Facebook page creat-

ed for this project, Mary River 

Turtle Project—Tiaro Landcare. 

Facebook has proven to be an 

effective medium to com-

municate project updates with 

a worldwide audience. People 

from 20 different countries 

‘like’ our page. International 

volunteers, Laura Shields 

from USA, Anna & Pamela 

Abdala from southern Brazil 

assisted with field work. Pho-

tographs of the Mary River 

turtle were displayed at the 

Tiaro Arts & Crafts Exhibi-

tion in August. 

A presentation was given at 

the Mary River Festival at 

Kandanga.  An eye catcher at 

the festival was a giant Mary 

River turtle which was woven 

from Cat’s claw vine (good 

use of a weed).  

Interviews were broadcast on 

WIN television news, ABC 

Radio Sunshine Coast and 

Wide Bay. 

Articles were published in the 

Bauple Bulletin, Gundiah 

Gazette & The Codline.  

The Mary River Catchment 

Co-ordinating Committee 

published an inspiring new 

booklet on threatened species 

of the Mary River, Something 

about Mary which is available 

from www.mrccc.org.au 

.  

Group (BMRG) assisted with 

the loan of professional wild-

life monitoring cameras and 

equipment plus financial assis-

tance which will help with 

replacement of equipment 

lost in Jan floods, weed con-

trol & fencing.   

Tiaro Landcare was awarded a 

grant by the Dept Environ-

ment, Protection & Heritage 

Everyone’s Environment 

Grant. These funds will assist 

Tiaro Landcare implement 

conservation actions and sup-

port research in 2013/14 in 

partnership with The Univer-

sity of Qld. 

This years project was funded 

independently by Tiaro Land-

care.  

Making and selling chocolate 

turtles continues to be a good 

fundraiser while simultane-

ously informing the 

’consumer’ about the Mary 

River turtle.  

A donation in lieu of receiving 

a birthday present was re-

ceived from a generous per-

son.  

The Burnett Mary Regional 

turtle magnet. Donations can 

be made in store or online, 

www.australiangeographic.co

m.au 

Curriculum material suitable 

for a series of lessons for 

Grade 5 students is being 

developed and will be availa-

ble for download from the 

website: 

Australian Geographic are 

about to launch an Australia-

wide fundraising campaign for 

the Mary River turtle. Funds 

will assist conservation and 

research conducted by Tiaro 

Landcare.  

Those who purchase a prod-

uct in an AG shop during 

May—June will receive a free 

www.maryriverturtle.com 

Tiaro Landcare has recently 

moved into new premises at 

Tiaro. Once settled, we hope 

to have displays and infor-

mation available to the public 

from these facilities in Mayne 

Street, Tiaro.  

Updates will be put on the 

Facebook page & the Web.  
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& Lynn Klupfel 



The success of this project can be attributed to a combination of many 

factors over the past twelve years — the dedication of Tiaro & Dis-

trict Landcare Group, the local community & landholders, researchers 

from The University of Queensland and Qld Government employees, 

plus financial and in-kind support from international philanthropic 

organisations, businesses and individuals.  

Tiaro & District Landcare Group is a not-for-profit rural community 

group who strive to care for and respect the diverse values of the Mary 

River and its creatures.  

Mayne Street 

Tiaro Qld 4650 

P O Box 6, Tiaro 46550 

We’re on the web!     www.maryriverturtle.com 

We’re on Facebook: Mary River turtle project—

Tiaro Landcare 

Coast Regional Coun-

cil Pest Services 

 Fraser Coast Regional 

Council for assistance 

with lease of new 

premises 

 Big Ideas Hervey Bay 

for web site support 

 Tiaro Craft Cottage 

for assistance with sale 

of merchandise & 

informative display 

 

 

 

 Landholders who as-

sist and allow access to 

private properties.  

 Volunteers who assist 

with conservation ac-

tivities 

 Volunteers who assist 

with the chocolate 

turtle project and sale 

of merchandise 

 Burnett Mary Regional 

Group for financial 

assistance and loan of 

equipment 

 Dr Col Limpus for 

permits & technical 

advice 

 Col Zemek, Fraser 

Thank You 

Phone: to be advised 

 

E-mail: tiarolandcare1@bigpond.com 

      working to make a difference 

Mary River turtle hatchling 

Tiaro & District Landcare 

Group Inc 


